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NATIONAL WOMAN S PARTY 
* OBJECT 
secure complete equality with men under the law and 
te’ ‘the adoption of the Equal 
Amendments to the Covenant of the Leagne of Nations, 


THE PROPOSED EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


Art. 1—Men and women shall have Equal Rights throughout the United 


and every place subject to its jurisdiction. 
„Art. 2—Oongress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 


Introduced | 
Senate— Senator John G. Townsend, (Del.), and Senator Ed- 
ward (Neb.), Jan. 4, Joint Resolu- 

tion No. 7). 


tative Louis Ludlow, (Ind.), Jan. 1939, 
Joint Resolution No. 2 ) 
By presentative U. 8. Sure, 
House J — * 27 
ve rose 
“i 1939, (House Joint Resolution No. 157. 


Present Status 
Senate Before Judiciary Committee. 
House—Before Judiciary Committee. 


THE EQUAL RIGHTS TREATY 


„Art. 1—The States that the ratification of this 
Treaty men and women have Rights throughout the 
territory subject to their respective j “4 


By Cuba, Ecuador, Paraguay, and Uruguay, at Montevideo, De- 
cember, 1933. 


PROPOSED EQUALITY AMENDMENTS TO COVENANT 
OF LEAGUE OF NATIONS 


os members of the League undertake that in their respective countries 
the sight of vote hall not be dented Or abridged om the ground of 


„The members of the League undertake that in their respective countries 
there shall be no distinction based on sex in their law and regard- 


Rights Amendment be passed 


‘Time For Action 


VERY major step in the advancement of women 

has been the result of the efforts of women them- 
selves. As one man friend of the cause recently wrote 
to EQuAL RIGHTS: “The women who expect that man 
will retreat from the favored position in which he now 
finds himself placed legally, who look to see him step 
down and out gracefully, and hand woman her rights 
on need to come out — coma.” 

a ggle covering a period of ninety years, 
since the first Equal Rights Convention at Seneca Falls 
in 1848, women of the United States have won the 
vote. Necessity and their own ability have made for 
them a place in the business world and this degree of 
freedom, education and experience have shown them 
the fallacy of the old accepted belief that they belonged 
to an inferior class. 

The time has definitely come when women in our 


land are to go forward and secure for themselves an 


equal status with men in the democracy of the United 
States, or are to share the fate of women of some other 
countries, who failed to recognize backward trends, 
and succumbed to clever propaganda which effectively 
disposed of them by convincing them that they should 
step down and out in times of economic stress. 

e Equal Rights Amendment, now before Congress, 
is woman’s charter of liberty and freedom for the 
future. Only those who fail to peer far enough into 
the years to come will oppose it, and it is difficult to 
see how those blessed with understanding and far- 
sightedness, can do otherwise than campaign actively 
for its passage. 

Even those who declare that they believe in the 
principle, but fear to lose so-called protective laws for 
women only, should understand that only equal pro- 
tective laws can possibly protect without harming by 
restriction, and that in the event present trends are 
not halted, there will eventually be no need for laws 
for working women, as women will be out of industry, 
out of professions, out of business. 

The place to stop the gap is where the gap exists, 
and that is in the Constitution of the Uni States, 
where the rights of women are not specifically guar- 
anteed. Right thinking, free and equal citizens can then 
effectively concentrate on putting a stop to exploitation; 
can regulate the conditions under which workers work; 
can accomplish through concerted effort the things 
desired without injuring one class. Such a solu- 
tion of the problem would sound. Certainly it is 
the only way to approach it. | 

Women of the United States, whether they know it 
or not, are facing an emergency. It is sheer madness 
not to recognize it and unite to secure passage of the 
Equal Rights Amendment in this session of Congress, 
It is folly to quibble about a method, when in some 
countries already there is no choice of methods. The 
doors are closed. | 

Not a day should be lost in writing or telegraphin; 


members of Congress, urging them to vote and wo 


for passage of the Amendment resolution. Just as soon 
as each state secures pledges of support from its own 
delegation in Congress, just that soon will the Equal 
. The Woman’s Party 
will welcome letters from those desiring to help, and 
will gladly supply information and campaign details. 

Sentiment for the Amendment is widespread. There- 
fore we say to organizations and individuals, let us 
unite and win the struggle for equality in this session 
of Congress, thereby equalizing law at the source and 


establishing in the Constitution the rights of women 
under law. | 
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Nation To Honor 


HROUGHOUT the United States, February 15, 
the birthday of Susan B. Anthony, will be made 
the occasion of celebrations and demonstrations, as a 
tribute to this beloved pioneer worker for equal rights 
between men and women. Governors of thirty-one 
states and three territories have officially proclaimed 
it Susan B. Anthony Day. | 

The year 1939 finds the work of Miss Anthony and 
her associates of ninety years ago, nearing another 
victory. Just as Miss Anthony, in the words of Rheta 
Childe Dorr, “changed the mind of a nation,” so equal 
rights workers of today have changed the attitude of 
the nation toward women, Sentiment is now demand- 
ing that the law shall be equal in its application to 
men and women, since there is no justice in having the 
law in a democracy, apply one way to one-half of the 
citizens, and another way to the other half. 

In the crypt of the United States Capitol in Wash- 
ington, before the Adelaide Johnson statue of equal 
rights pioneers, Susan B. Anthony, Lucretia Mott and 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, there will be the usual observ- 
ance, with appropriate addresses by members of Con- 
2 music by the United States Marine Band, and 


more national organizations. 

In New York the birthday will be observed by a 
meeting arranged by the National Woman's Party and 
2 organizations, and held in The Friends 
Meeting Ho 
noon. Mrs. Stephen H. Pell, National Chairman of the 
Woman’s Party will preside. Representatives of the 
national organizations which are carrying forward the 

uality program will attend and express the stand 
of their organizations. 

Descendants of the equal rights pioneers of 1848 
will bring their tribute and urge that the work for 
equality, begun by the generation of their great- 


grandmothers, become a reality today. 


Mrs. J. E. Lovejoy, of Des Moines, Iowa, 
writes that plans are under way for a Susan B. An- 
thony dinner and radio broadcasts from numerous 
stations, special observances in schools and editorials 
in leading newspapers. The Governor of Iowa has is- 
sued a proclamation. 

Olivia Hurlburt, Michigan Chairman announces ex- 
tensive plans for the celebration in Michigan, where 
there will be observances in schools, radio broadcasts 
and a Susan B. Anthony dinner. 


The Susan B. Anthony Memorial Committee in Cali- 
fornia, expects to introduce in the California legis- 
lature on that day, a bill providing for an amendment 
to the School Code of the state, directing schools to 
set aside each year a day, on or near February 15, to 
pay tribute to Miss Anthony. The su ion came from 
the teachers and school officials of the California De- 
partment of Public Instruction as the best way to make 
the observance permanent. It is expected that other 
states will do likewise. 

Maryland will celebrate with a dinner meeting in 
Baltimore, with Mrs. Linda Littlejohn, of Sydney, 
Australia, president of Equal Rights International, as 
the guest speaker. 

Pennsylvania is planning an event, as are also Mas- 
sachusetts. Rhode Island, Ohio, Florida, Arizona, Ne- 
vada, Illinois and other states. 

During the past year through the efforts of the 
Susan B. Anthony Committee of California, of which 
Sue Brobst is chairman and Una R. Winter, vice chair- 


aying of wreaths by representatives of forty or 


use at Gramercy Park during the after- 


Susan B. Anthony . 


man, the National Park Service of the United States 
Department of the Interior, admitted Susan B. An- 
thony to the royal family of trees in Sequoia National 
Park in California, with such companions as George 


Washington and Thomas Jefferson. With appropriate 


ceremonies a giant Sequoia was formally named 
“Susan B. Anthony,” as a living memorial to the great 
wo leader. Senator William G. McAdoo made the 
dedicatory address, many notables attended and mes- 
sages were received from the President of the United 
States, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Mrs. Roosevelt. The 
Pullman Company with appropriate ceremonies in 
which Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles, immediate past 
national chairman of the Woman’s Party participated 
in Wilmington, Delaware, outshopped a car, which 
they called the “Susan B. Anthony,” sending it on its 
maiden trip across the continent with passengers bound 
for the Tree Dedication Ceremony in California. 


Coming this year in the midst of the Equal Rights 
Seal Campaign, the celebrations will serve a two-fold 
purpose—that of paying tribute to Miss Anthony, and 
of advancing the equal rights program she sponsored 
for more than sixty years, closing her public career 
with the words: “Failure is im ible.” ° 

It is the purpose of the Equal Rights Seal Campaign 
Committee, of which Alma Lutz, of Boston, Mass., is 
chairman, to launch on February 15 a nationwide 
Equal Rights Seal Week, to raise funds imperative for 
the Equal Rights Campaign, of which the magazine, 
Equal Rights, is an important part, and to spread the 
idea of the justice of equal rights throughout the land. 

Miss Lutz is urging that in order to give added im- 
— to the campaign, every Susan B. Anthony Cele- 

ration, feature the Seals in some way, making a con- 
certed effort to sell them, receive orders for them and 
to carry forward the campaign on a nationwide scale, 
as a part of the tribute to Miss Anthony, whose work 
the campaign is endeavoring to complete. 

It is expected the majority of meetings held in com- 
memoration of the annive will send resolutions 
to Congress, calling on that body to vote in this session 
to submit to the people of the United States for final 
decision, the proposed Equal Rights Amendment to the 


Constitution. 


The Susan B. Anthony Memorial Committee and its 
chairman, Mrs. Robert Adamson, of Middletown, N. 
J., have done a splendid piece of work in perpetuating 
the name of Susan B. Anthony, and preserving for pos- 
terity the history of her part in the emancipation of 
women. 


- MILDRED SEYDELL 


Internationally Read Writer, Newspaper Woman, 
and Brilliant Speaker. 
{See Who’s Who in America, for details) | 
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I Appeal To Women For United Support 
| 7 By Josepha Whitney 


@ EDITOR’S NOTE: From her bed in the U. S. Naval Hospital, Parris Island, S. C., where 
she is recovering from a broken hip, Mrs. Josepha Whitney writes this appeal to her friends 
and associates to support the Equal Rights Amendment to the federal Constitution. Changed 
conditions, she says, justify and explain her own change. Well known as a writer, Mrs. Whitney 
is the distinguished daughter of a distinguished father, the late Simon Newcomb, who 
occupies a place in the ‘Hall of Fame as one of America’s most noted scientists, a great 
astronomer and mathematician. For years he was in charge of the United States Naval 
Observatory in Washington, D. C. Mrs. Whitney for years advocated and worked for so-called 


T SEEMS due to the friends with whom I have 

hitherto worked for special legislation relating to 
hours and pay of women in industry, that I make a 
statement giving my reasons for having joined the 
National Woman’s Party in order more effectively to 
support the Equal Rights Amendment to the U. S. 
Constitution. 

I address all those who, like myself, wish to remove 
all discriminations against women because of sex, 
whether this injustice is shown by laws and ordinances, 
in industry, the professions, married life, or by public 
opinion; but who, like myself, cannot support any 
step which will endanger the progress made so far 
towards the protection of motherhood. 

The proposed amendment, which reads: “Men and 
women shall have equal rights throughout the United 


States and every place subject to its jurisdiction,” by 


one stroke removes the multitudinous legal discrimi- 
nations against women, and yet does not, in my opin- 
ion, endanger their well-being as workers or as 
mothers, but instead gives them far greater power to 
improve the condition of all women. 

t does not endanger the welfare of women in indus- 
try as special legislation on hours, pay, and working 
conditions for women are no longer needed, as they 
once were, to protect their health and happiness, for 
the following reasons: | : 


1. Such legislation is now being enacted for both 
sexes, and social evolution in our democratic country 
is, with amazing rapidity, bringing about working 
conditions for both men and women which are far 
better than we previously dared ask for women only. 

2. Altho the Wages and Hours Bill, recently 
passed by Congress and applying equally to men 
and women, covers only interstate commerce, similar 

bills on all forms of employment within the State 
will be introduced into a majority of the Legisla- 
tures this year, with good prospects of success in 
some. 

8. The rapid invention of machinery to take the 
place of labor increases the amount of goods pro- 
duced by one worker and leads to a shorter work- 
day, while the substitution of skill for physical 


strength leads to equal pay for equal work, to the 


advantage of all women in industry.. 

4. The growing strength of labor unions enables 
0 i women workers to bargain more success- 
fully for themselves, while a wider general educa- 
tion, the rapidly increasing number of women in 
industry and the professions, and their growing 
self-confidence are some of the factors which give 
power to their demands. 


5. Opposition to night work for women pla 
I believe, an important part in the . 


social conscience. We cannot legislate to prevent 


night work for mothers, women doctors, nurses, 


entertainers, and charwomen. We cannot check the 
—＋ nga of artificial lighting which turns night 
into day in our cities and makes it increasingly 
difficult to dictate the hours of sleep for adults. 
We can and should raise the social status of women 
by such steps as the Equal Rights Amendment so 
that through unions or as individuals they may have 
power to contract with their employers for the hours 
of work which they themselves decide they prefer. 


It does not endanger the protection of maternity. 
A certain proportion of women workers are married 
and at the child-bearing age, and the children they 
bear and rear are of vital importance to the State. We 
must protect these children, and as they are of both 
sexes, we can do so when the Equal Rights Amendment 
is a part of the Constitution in the following ways: 


1. The legal existence of an infant begins some 
time before birth. We should give the child pre- 
natal care by ensuring that the expectant mother is 
not „ is properly clothed, nourished, and 
housed, and is given the necessary medical over- 
sight. This care is recklessly neglected at present, 

3 peas J because we do not frankly call it “protection 
or the infant“ the future citizen, man or woman, 
who will make or mar our country. 


2. We need protection for the young child, healthy 
living conditions, and that training and love which 
is best given by the child’s ts. Endowment for 
the young child to enable the father or mother—or, 
as in many States, other relatives or friends who 
will care for the child—should never have been 
styled ‘Mothers’ Pensions“ or “Widows’ Pensions.” 
Such pensions were granted to keep the children 
together in the home with parental care, not because 
the mothers were widows, since many widows are 
childless or their children are grown. Men in the 
lower wage group are also left widowers with little 
children and are forced to go out to their work, and 
their children are in the same need of help as the 
little children of widows. We can and should extend 
care of the young child to all those in need. The 
Equal Rights Amendment cannot be linked with the 
welfare of infants and children. 


Each of the one thousand and more discriminations 
against women in the laws of our States is itself an 
argument for the Equal Rights Amendment. Their 
elimination, through its adoption will remove by one 
stroke a weight of hampering restrictions, many of 
them immorally penalizing women for marrying. We 
have other reasons for the speedy adoption of the 
Amendment. 

It will increase the self-respect of women and 
encourage faith in their value to the State as human 
_ (Continued on Page 24) 
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PROPOSAL 


TO LIMIT BY WORLD TREATY 
THE RIGHT OF WOMEN TO CONTRACT FOR EMPLOYMENT 


A proposal to limit the right of women to contract 
for employment will come before the Conference of the 


International Labor Organization at Geneva next June, 
when the question of a treaty on “Indigenous Work- 


ers” will be considered. This is the first attempt ever 


made to limit by world treaty the opportunities of 
women to contract for their own employment. 

A questionnaire regardi 
by ton E L. O. to all member nations, includi — 
United States. The questionnaire contains the fo 
ing proposal: 


that married women, except when a policy of 
restriction would be to their disadvantage, 


should be permitted to conclude contracts re- 
quired to be in writing 
“only 


* 1) for employment not involving depar- 
ture from their usual place of resi- 
dence, or | 
“ 2) for employment involving departure 
——＋ their usual place of residence if 
ertaking as their husbands, or in 
the same neighborhood, or as domestic 
servants.” 


The questionnaire continues: 
“Do you consider 


“that single women should be permitted to 
conclude contracts required to be in writing 


J) without any restrictions, or 
“ 2) with restrictions? 


“In the latter case, what restrictions should 
be made?” 


The above proposals apply only to “indigenous”: 
women, but it is not clear what “indigenous” means. 
The definition of “indigenous workers” proposed in the 
questionnaire is as follows: 


“Workers belonging to or assimilated to the 
indigenous populations of the dependent terri- | 
tories of Members of the Organization 
II. L. O.] and workers belonging to or assim- 
ilated to the dependent indigenous populations 
of the home territories of Members of the 
Organization II. L. 0.].” 


As far as the United States is concerned, it seems 
probable that “indigenous” would cover Indian women 
on Indian reservations in the United States and many 
women in Alaska, Hawaii, the Philippines, Guam and 
other over-seas possessions of the United States. 


It is important for American women to oppose the 


discriminating provisions in the Treaty for the sake 
of the women who might be affected. It is also import- 
ant because of the principle involved, for if it is once 
established that one group of women may be thus 
restricted by a world treaty the same treatment may 
be applied to all women. 

The replies from the various Governments to the 
questionnaire will be printed by the I. L. O. in prep- 


the treaty has been sent. 


aration for the June I. L. O. Conference. It will be 
exceedingly difficult for women to win the support of 
j 2 at the Conference for the equality point of 

if their governments are on record, in answer 
— e questionnaire, as in favor of restricting the 
right of women to contract for employment. The time 
to act, therefore is at the present moment. The ques- 
tionnaire to the United States has been turned over 
to the Department of Labor. Please help in this 
emergency by writing to Miss Frances Perkins, Sec- 
retary of Labor, Washington, urging that the United 
States overnment, in replying to the I. L. O. ques- 
tionnaire, take the =I that the Treaty on “Indig- 
enous Workers” should be equal in its treatment of 
men and women, 


expresses its 


a ny of special restrictions on women in the 

O. Treaty on “Indigenous Workers,” and urges 
the” United States Government, in replying to the 
I. L. O. questionnaire, to state its opposition to the 
proposed articles limiting the right of women to con- 
tract for employment, and to take a similar stand at 
the I. L. O. Conference at Geneva in June. 


The resolves 
(Name of Society) 
to send ae of this resolution to the Seabeties of 
Labor, Washington; to the Director of the Interna- 
tional Labor Organization, Geneva, . one 
to the Woman's Party, 144 B Street, N. E., W 
ington, D. C 


Law The “Chiseler” 


The District of Columbia Minimum Wage Board on 
January 9 approved a $17 basic weekly wage for 4,000 
women office workers. 

The $17 scale for experienced office employes, and 
a standard work week of 30 to 44 hours, becomes ef- 
fective March 13. 


A wage of $14 a week was approved for beginners, — 


during the first six months, but only one apprentice for 
every ten employes is allowed. 

The District minimum wage law applies only to 
women, leaving men in the same competition free to 
work for less if they so desire. Employers who avail 
themselves of the advantages definitely allowed them 
pg the law, are frequently referred to as “chisel- 

” but the fact remains that they are absolutely 
within their legal rights. The fault is with the totally 
— and inadequate law and its shortsighted spon- 


he law—not the entlover—ts the “chiseler.” It 
chisels on the rights of women workers. A law that 
might be a protection if applied to all workers alike, 
becomes a “chiseler” when applied to only one class 
of workers, leaving others free to underbid them and 
take their jobs. 
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(Place) (Date) 
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Final Act Of Lima Conference 


Following is the text of the final act of the Eighth 
International Conference of American States, held in 
Lima, Peru, which deals with the Inter American Com- 
mission of Women, of which Doris Stevens, United 
States member, is chairman: 


INTER AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN 


In view of the effective work done by the Inter 


American Commission of Women and the desirability 
of having a permanent organization interested in the 
social development of American women and in advis- 


ing future conferences so that they may promote the 
most adequate measures to improve the status of 


women, 


The Eighth International Conference of American 
resolves: 


1. To give a vote of approval and appreciation to 
the Inter American Commission of Women for its ten 
years of work in the compilation of data regarding the 
civil and political rights of women. 

2. That the Inter American Commission of Women 
shall continue its work. The Commission is charged 
with the permanent study of all the problems concern- 
ing American women and shall act in an advisory 
capacity. It shall report to the Governing Board of 
the Pan American Union, before each conference, on 
the problems concerning women which in its judg- 
ment shall be considered. 

8. That the Governments which as yet have not 
appointed their representatives on the Commission, or 
whose representatives are not active, appoint such 
representatives as soon as possible, in order that the 


twenty-one American Republics may n in the 


Commission, and in the future, fill promptly all vacan- 
cies which may occur. 


4. That the Pan American Union shall designate as 


chairman of the Commission, one of the members 


thereof, who shall preside over it until the next Inter- 
national Conference of American States. 

5. To entrust the Pan American Union with the 
study of an organic statute for the Commission, to be 
submitted to the Ninth International Conference of 
2 1988). States for approval. (Approved December 


Mrs. 1 Speaks In “oe Mexico 


Mrs. Amy C. Ransome, of California, third vice- 
chairman of the Woman’s Party and chairman of the 
National Finance Committee, spoke on January 26 at 
a rousing meeting of the New Mexico Branch of the 
Party in Santa Fe. 

Mrs. Ransome, who, representing the Woman’s 
Party, made two trips abroad last year, is flying East 
to be here in time for the Susan B. Anthony celebra- 
tion on February 15. She has recently been made an 
officer of the new World Woman’s Party. 


Senator Caraway A First 


Senator Hattie Caraway, only woman member of 
the United States Senate, is the only woman in the 
United States to serve as senior Senator of a State. 

She was the first woman to preside over the United 
States Senate, the first woman to be elected to that 
body by the vote of the ple, and the first woman to 
serve as chairman of a Committee. 


County 


Maryland Activities 


The Maryland Branch of the National Woman's 
Party is making a concerted drive for organization 
throughout the state, and has several new branches 
to show for its labors. 


Howard, Anne Arundel and Talbot counties now have 


branches, each with an enthusiastic membership. Mrs. 


George W. Halsey, state chairman, and Mrs. Alma 
Harrison Ambrose, organization chairman, who met 
with them for their organization meetings, have also 
spoken te other groups throughout the state. They 
spoke in Salisbury, addressing a meeting at the Wo- 
man’s club and another at the Asbury Methodist 
Church. 

Mrs. Ambrose, speaking in Cambridge, Md., ad- 
dressed a joint meeting of the Cambridge Woman’s 
Club and the Cambridge Business and Professional 
Women’s Club. 

Officers of the Howard County Branch are Mrs. J. 
Frank Curtis, chairman; Mrs. Samuel Sachs, secretary, 
and Mrs. E. W. Pfieff er, ‘treasurer. 

Anne Arundel County officers are Mrs. A. Gordon 
Fleet, chairman; Mrs. Frankie Wilson, vice-chairman; 
Mrs. H. P. Levely, secretary; Mrs. Virginia Chapman, 
treasurer; Mrs. William Diefel, 88 chairman, 
and Mrs. Bernard Wells, members ip chairman. 

The new Talbot County branch has as officers Mrs. 
Neva H. Price, chairman; Myrtle Cheezum, secretary, 
and Mrs. Harry Ziegler, treasurer. 


Virginia Meetings 
Dorothy Moncure, newly appointed national secre- 


tary of the Woman’s Party, and a member of the 


Executive Council addressed the annual meeting of the 
Virginia Branch held January 9 at the John Marshall 
Hotel in Richmond. 

Miss Moncure, 5 is a prominent attorney, spoke 
on the proposed I. L. O. Labor Treaties affecting 
women and outlined tea plan for organizing Woman’s 
Party branches throughout Virginia. 

Elsie Graff, who has done an outstanding job as 
Virginia chairman, was again re-elected state chair- 
man. 

Mrs. Thomas Jones is arranging a meeting to be 
held in Alexandria in the near future, when an inter- 
ested eee from Alexandria and one from Arlington 

combine, forming another Woman’s Party 
branch. The meeting will be addressed by the state 


Pennsylvania Raises Funds 


Elizabeth Hatfield Schnabel, Pennsylvania chairman, 
is using her time and talents to raise funds for the 
Woman’s P A brilliant lecturer, she is contribut- 
ing the p from her lectures to finance organiza- 


tion work in her state. To augment the fund she is 


selling her own New Orleans candies for which she is 
justly famous. 

At a bridge party to be wre by the Delaware 
County Branch, of Pennsylvania, she will offer for sale 
pralines and other creole sweets. 

A Philadelphia paper carried recently an interesting 
article about Mrs. Schnabel, together with a picture 
showing her in the costume of a New Orleans mammy, 
offering her wares from a basket. The sale of her can- 
dies in past years has brought hundreds of dollars into 
the treasury of the Philadelphia Medical College. 
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A Feminist Thinks It Over 


By ALMA LUTZ 


O of the strangest phenomena I have ever wit- 
nessed is a group of human beings working to cur- 
tail or impede their own liberties. In the days of the 
struggle for woman suffrage and today when some 
women are asking for an Equal Rights Amendment 
to the Constitution and equality with men in interna- 
tional law, large groups of women are frantically re- 
sisting this natural extension of their rights. They go 
through all sorts of verbal contortions over the word 
equality, trying to make people believe it means iden- 
tity. One of the most absurd and yet most persistent 
and effective arguments of the early anti-suffragists 
was their insistence that giving the vote to women 
would be to try to make men of them and they pic- 
tured the confusion and chaos which would ensue 
when women in men’s clothes with cigars in their 
mouths would strut to the polls to cast their votes. The 
fear of the words, “equal rights,” is no less absurd. 
Women who are opposing the extension of their 
rights acknowledge that there are wrongs that need 
to be remedied but say they object to the amendment 
method because they think an amendment would cause 
“confusion and chaos.” This bug-a-boo of “confusion 
and chaos” is a very convenient, indefinite weapon to 
fling about to terrify people who do not think things 


through. It sounds very similar to the protestations | 


of those good women in the early days who, in order 
to avoid upsetting the apple cart of government and 
tradition, were willing to get their rights through 
indirect influence rather than through the ballot. 

Then I remember, too, that for many years the 
more conservative group of suffragists preferred the 
State-by-State method of gaining the vote to the amend- 
ment method. We would probably still be working for 
woman suffrage, if the more progressive suffragists 
had not forced the amendment method. 

There are some who try to be very tolerant with 
women’s differences of opinion, saying that we cannot 
expect women to feel alike on all public questions; and 
I agree when it comes to public questions. But in the 
matter of basic citizenship rights there cannot be two 
sides for women with self-respect and intelligence. 

That is why I say it is a strange phenomenon when 
women’s organizations send delegations to hearings 
and conferences to argue against the extension of basic 
rights to women. It is a strange phenomenon when a 
veteran suffragist, at her eightieth birthday celebra- 
tion, declares that women must call another Woman’s 
Rights Convention like that in Seneca Falls in 1848 
and that a Bill of Rights for all must be considered, 
and yet adds that the Equal Rights Amendment, pro- 


posed by the National Woman’s Party, would “make 


confusion worse confounded.” 
I I am told that Senators and Congressmen in Wash- 
ington, watching women who have come to work 
against their rights, are amazed at the strange sight. 

Thomas Wentworth Higginson, crusading for free- 
dom for negroes and for women, came upon this same 
phenomenon in the early days of the suffrage campaign 
and wrote to one of his friends: 

had always taken the ground that the acquiescence 
of the vast majority of women was like slaves, but 
observation has taught me that no such phenomenon is 
to be found among slaves. The aequiescence of women 
—for it is not an unwilling, coerced, dogged submis- 
sion—is an argument hard to answer for a man.” 


Help Pass The Amendment 


When people believe in a cause to the point of 2 — 
something ut it, they become crusaders in the 
sense of the word. They realize that their interest 
must be translated into action if results are to be 
expected, and know that the betterment of conditions 
does not just happen, but is brought to pass. 

It is so with the campaign to secure immediate pas- 
sage of the Equal Rights Amendment. Interest must 
be translated into work and into funds for work. 

Are you helping to spread the idea of Equal Rights 
by using Equal Rights Seals on your letters and pack- 
ages? If you are, and your supply is exhausted, will 
vou not re-order at once? | 

Have you sold any Seals to your friends or to organ- 
izations of which you are a member? Every dollar for 
Seals helps to proclaim the justice of the Equal Rights 
Amendment, and at the same time helps to finance 
the campaign. One need not be a member of any 


organization to participate in the campaign to extend 


democracy to women. This appeal is addressed to 
everyone who reads it. 

Will you not ask friends and organizations to order 
Seals? Will you not be one of the “Million Voices” 
proclaiming the justice of Equal Rights by using on 
the flaps of your letters Equal Rights Seals? 

Will you not refuse to be content with merely believ- 
ing in the campaign, but instead, become a crusader 
and do something about it today? 

The National Woman’s Party Seal Campaign Head- 


quarters, 542 Fifth Avenue, New York City, will 


promptly fill orders. 


A MILLION VOICES 


PROCLAIMING: 


EQUAL 

STATUS 
FOR 

MEN AND 
WOMEN 


WILL 
BALANCE 
OUR 
CONSTITUTION 


EQUAL RIGHTS SEALS on a million envel- 
opes—and the U. S. Mail will carry our 
campaign every where! 


Please send letter-and-package seals as indicated below. 
1 per 100 seals. 


2 — enclosed for seals, 
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GQ Book Reviews 


CAN WOMEN BE GENTLEMEN? 


By Gertrude Atherton, 208 pages, $250, Houghton Mifflin “ 
Company. 


Reviewed by INEZ HAYNES IRWIN 


Never is Gertrude Atherton so entertaining as when 
she is writing in the first n. For there are few 
subjects at the discussion of which that witty, vigor- 
ous and intrepid mind would balk. Here, it is true, she 
is proving something that has already been so many 
times proved that it is no longer necessary to con- 
sider the subject. Also many might say that the 
question, can women be gentlemen, is as absurd as 
can men be ladies. Not that it is not necessary for 
women to be gentlemen! It is completely so! And not 


that it is not n for men to be ladies! That is 
completely so, gh nobody seems ever to 
have thought of it. 

But if Mrs. Atherton’s theme is a little old, her 


arguments and examples are as brilliantly young as a 
spirit, eternally youthful, has ever set on paper. For 
when it comes to femininism, Mrs. Atherton is always 
forthrightly, colorfully, unanswerably on the side of 
her sex. She appreciates their faults. But she has 
fought their battles all her life. And she will fight 
them to the end. 
A “should have” for the feminist library. 


Mrs. Pell Asks President To Receive 


Miss Anthony’s Birthday Deputation 


Mrs. Sarah T. Pell, National Chairman of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, on January 26 addressed the 
following letter to President Franklin D. ea bee 
asking he receive on February 15, the birthday 
Susan B. Anthony, a deputation of women who desire 


I Appeal To Women 


' (Continued from Page 20) 


- beings, giving them the confidence in their sex which 
social customs as well as the law have usually denied 


Being an impressive step in raising the status of 


women in the estimation of the public, the adoption 


of the Amendment will aid in improving their working 


conditions by increased attention to the demands of 


women's trade unions, by bringing about equal pay for 


equal work, and by breaking down the barriers that 


now so often block the promotion of women to the 
higher positions in industry and the professions. 


The Amendment is now imperatively demanded as 
a bulwark of democracy against all forms of dictator- 
ship, under which women not only suffer the same 


loss of liberties as men but also lose other rights which 


men still retain. These rights are the first to be 
attacked by dictators, under their demand for more 
cannon-fodder, and are the first line of defense of 
democracy. 


For these reasons, and for many others for which 


space is lacking, I appeal for support of the Equal 


to lay before him the point of view of the Woman's ! 


Party and other organizations now working for the 


Equal Rights Amendment: 
My dear Mr. President: ja 


The National Woman’s Party is celebrating the birth- 
day of Susan B. Anthony on February 15th at which 
time many women from all over the United States 
will be in Washington. 

A deputation selected from these women would ap- 
preciate very much an opportunity to lay before you 
the point of view of the National Woman’s Party and 
seventeen cooperating national organizations in regard 
to the Equal Rights Amendment now before Congress. 

May a small delegation wait upon you on February 
16? If you expect to be away from Washington, our 
0 22 will be glad to call upon you wherever you may 


We realize that the position of women is growing 
steadily worse and we are anxious to talk the matter 
over with you. The Equal Rights Amendment, it seems 
to us, is concerned not only with the position of women 
in the United States but with the working out of the 
whole concept of democracy of which you are so dis- 
tinguished an exponent. 

Awaiting your reply, I beg to remain, 

Respectfully yours, 


eratic Women’s Clubs. 
changes in society and business, recently made our 


Rights Amendment to my friends and to my asso- 
ciates in women’s organizations such as the Women’s 
Trade Union League, the League of Women Voters, 
the Consumers’ League, and the Federation of Demo- 


I recognize that the great 


democratic country demand of us alert minds also 
ready to change. These new conditions justify and 
explain my own change and, as I see the present situa- 
tion, call for the united support of the women of the 


country for the amendment granting equal rights to 


men and women throughout the United States. 
January 20, 1989. 
U. S. Naval Hospital, 
Parris Island, S. C. 


Women Vote In Ecuador 
Women voted for the first time on January 15 in 


5 Ecuador, under the new Constitution. 


They supported the Conservatives heavily in the 
highlands, according to reports reaching the United 


States, and in the city supported the Socialist ticket. 


HOTEL ROOSEVELT 


Madison Ave. and 45th St. 


NEW YORK CITY 


Alva Belmont House 


NATIONAL WOHMHANS PARTY 
Rooms available to members and friends 


Washingten, D. C. 


SUNRISE INN 
Apartments & Cottages—A Home for the Winter 
James H. Reardon, Mgr. Port Sewall, Fla. 


Capitol Hill 
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